
Port Themed



Transform an old cereal box into a port themed puppet 
theatre complete with maritime inspired stick puppets. 
Great for dreaming-up and performing stories to aid in 
learning and get imaginations started.

Materials

You Will Need:

- A cereal box.

- Cello tape or masking tape.

- Pencil and markers.

- Ruler and scissors.

- Glue stick.

- White and coloured card / paper.

- Decoration – feathers, pipecleaners, diamantes, tissue paper etc.

- Straws, skewers or lollipop sticks for puppets.



5. Repeat this using white card/ paper so it’s the same size. This 
white page will be used to draw a view of a port.

6. On the white paper draw the view of a port. It could include a 
quay, sheds, storage faculties, bollards, equipment, people etc. 
anything you wish.

7. Colour it in, cut it out and then stick into onto the blue page.  
Leave enough room for the sky above and sea below on the 
page.

8. You can draw clouds, the sun, birds, boats and ships to stick 
onto the background also. Once the background is completed, 
glue the page into the back of the box. 

9. To create the base of the sea inside the box, trace the long side 
of the box on blue paper. You might need two sheets of paper 
depending on the box size.  Glue this into the inside of the box. 

10. Use the flap of the window to trace onto more blue paper, 
cut this out and glue it down to cover the flap for the sea base.

11. You can add waves with paper or tissue paper for decoration.  
For 3d waves, draw waves onto blue card and leave a tab 
at the bottom to fold over. Put glue under the tabs and stick 
onto the sea base so the waves stand up. Be creative, create 
coral, seaweed anything you can think of out of paper. You can 
also use different materials e.g. Pipe cleaners can be twisted 
together create coral. 

Method:
Theatre cereal box:

1. With the cereal box on its side. Measure and cut a rectangular 
window at the front of the box. Measure a 1-inch perimeter in 
from edge of the top and the two sides.  Join up the dots using a 
ruler to create a frame.

2.  Measure out a rectangular opening (tracker) for the puppets to 
be controlled through at the top of the box. It should run almost 
the length and width of the box, so the puppets can be moved 
across the 'stage'. Measure 1 inch in from the four sides and join 
up the dots again.

3. To cut these rectangles out safely, hold the box while pushing 
the tip/ nib of the pencil into the outline. Create a few holes to 
make a gap for the scissors to fit through. Cut out the window 
leaving the window flap attached to use as a base for the sea. 
Repeat this method for cutting out the openings at the top and 
side.  

4. Use card/paper to create the background of the theatre box. 
You might need one or two a4 sheets depending on the box size. 
Use blue paper to create a sky first. Measure the size of paper 
by tracing around the front of the box.  Cut it out and glue them 
together if using two sheets. 



12. Ship/ boat stick puppet: Draw, colour in and cut out a 
boat/ ship. Make sure it’s not too big to fit into the box. 
Cellotape a straw, lollipop stick or skewer onto the back of 
the boat to control it as a puppet.

13. Maritime life puppets: Draw your favourite creatures 
from below the sea e.g. crabs, lobsters, dolphins, jellyfish, 
starfish etc. Use materials of different colours, and textures 
to bring them to life. Use glue or cellotape to add details 
e.g. arms, legs, fins etc. Cellotape a straw, lollipop stick or 
skewer onto the back of the boat to control it as a puppet.

Theatre cereal box:

1. Once you’re finished making your puppets, tape down the 
side of the cereal box that was left opened.

2. You can decorate the front of the box also. Measure 1-inch 
paper strips to cover the frame and glue it down onto the 
front for a base. Add drawings of shells, fish, seaweed etc. 
anything you wish. 

3. Create a name for your puppet theatre/show and design a 
sign to glue onto the front of the box. 

You now have a port themed puppet theatre! 

Use your imagination to create fantastic shows 

with your maritime stick puppets and learn all 

about maritime life.
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